
 

 

 

 

LONG TIME COMING – LOUISIANA RACER ALEX ARDOIN WINS WITH A LAST-LAP PASS IN   

ROUND 10 OF THE 2009 STAR MAZDA CHAMPIONSHIP AT THE 40TH RUNNING OF THE GP3R 

 – QUEBEC DRIVER MIKAEL GRENIER RACES FROM 19TH TO FINISH 4TH -- 

Trois Rivières, Quebec (August 16, 2009) –  With a perfectly-judged, last-lap, first turn pass during the 

green/white/checkered re-start of a hard-fought race, Louisiana driver Alex Ardoin took the lead from 

pole-sitter Rusty Mitchell to win Round 10 of 

the 2009 Star Mazda Championship presented 

by Goodyear at the 40th running of the GP3R at 

Trois Rivieres.  After qualifying third on the grid 

in the  #51 JDC Motorsports / Oral & Facial 

Surgery Center / Twister Trailer Mazda, Ardoin 

hounded pole-sitter Rusty Mitchell in the #66 

Mitchell Motorsports / Motorola Mazda in the 

closing laps of the race and, calling on three 

seasons of experience in Star Mazda 

Championship competition, scored the second win of his career; his first victory came in the 2007 

season-closer at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, finished 4th in the 2008 championship and in 2009 has 

endured a string of bad luck that would have defeated a weaker personality. 

"I really need to thank the JDC Motorsports team, this win is more theirs than mine and without them I 

wouldn't even be racing, much less taking the podium here in Trois Rivieres," said Ardoin.  "We had a 

really good car in the race, but Rusty was driving extremely well and I had to hope for some re-starts to 

give me a chance to get by.  I got my wish in the last few laps when there was a full-course yellow and 

when they re-started we were all bunched up tight and had to get it done in one lap before the 

checkered came out.  I've always liked this track and the fans in this town so that makes this victory 

very special to me." 

Mitchell, the young Texan who qualified on the pole – the first of his two-season Star Mazda career – 

led every lap but the last one.  He followed perfectly the plan he laid out after qualifying; "Get a good 

start, pull out a gap and try to run away with it."  His plan worked well for most of the race with a 5-car 

feeding frenzy behind him all slowing each other down and allowing him to open up a lead of three 

seconds at one point.  His second-place finish is the best of his career so far, though he has showed 



recent strength with a 6th-place finish on the Milwaukee Mile oval and 4th on the 7/8ths mile at Iowa 

Speedway. 

Finishing third, and happy to do so after a long string of terrible luck, was Californian Joel Miller.  He 

qualified 5th in the #2 Andersen Racing / Fader Higher Productions / eSoles / Doug Mockett & Co. 

Mazda and drove an aggressive race to take this third podium finish of the year.  Miller was the 2007 

Skip Barber Pro Series Champion and moved up to the Star Mazda Championship in 2008 with 

sponsorship from the Ladder drive, Conor Daly, qualified 7th, ran as high as 4th early in the race, but a 

late-race accident took him out of contention.   

Carrying the flag for the Quebec racing fans and 

turning in one of the best drives of the race was 

Mikael Grenier, a 16-year old 'phenom' from 

Quebec City who is now a student living in 

Stoneham and attending Georges-Vanier High 

School in Montreal.  He battled mechanical 

difficulties in practice and qualifying, starting the 

race from the last row in 19th.  He drove #17 

Andersen Racing / NAPA Auto Parts / CAA-Quebec / HS Telecom Mazda to a 4th-place finish.  He 

scored a pair of 3rd-place podium finishes earlier in the season. 

"The Andersen Racing team found the problem we had last night and gave me a really good car for the 

race so it was possible for me to move up and have a good finish," said Grenier.  "I got my tires a little 

too hot so the final yellow flag laps behind the pace car were good for me to let them cool down and I 

was able to be very strong at the finish.  This is probably my last race of this season, but I hope to come 

back for a full season with the Andersen Racing team in 2010." 

The top-finishing Expert Series driver (ages 30-44) was Texan J.W. Roberts, winning in his first race back 

from becoming a new father in the #65 Team GDT / General Data Tech Mazda.  Winning the Master 

Series (driver 45 and older) was Californian Mike Guasch, who has dominated the class this season with 

six in-class wins so far driving the #91 JDC Motorsports / Molecule Mazda.  Guasch clinched the Master 

Series title with his victory today. 

Trois-Rivieres unfortunately marked the end of a three-race winning streak for Peter 'The Irish 

Steamroller' Dempsey.  After winning four races this season on both ovals and road courses, he 

qualified on the outside of the front row at Trois-Rivieres but had to start from pit lane in last place 

after a mis-communication with his team resulted in his car not being present before the closing of 

pre-grid.  Dempsey worked his way up to 9th early in the race but a loose nose cone on his #3 Juncos 

Racing / HOOTERS / Motorsport Ireland / Queyside.ie Mazda forced a pit stop during a full-course 

yellow.  In an effort to get him out without going a lap down, the Juncos Racing team sent him out 



without a nose on the car and the lack of aerodynamics and track position put an end to his hopes of a 

decent finish. 

Pos Car# Name Laps 
 
Diff 

 
Team Hometown Sponsor 

1 51 Alex Ardoin 36 
   

JDC Motorsports Lafayette, LA 
Oral & Facial Surgery Center / 
Twister Trailer 

2 66 Rusty Mitchell 36 
 
0.894 

 
Mitchell 
Motorsports 

Midland, TX Motorola 

3 2 Joel Miller 36 
 
1.132 

 
Andersen Racing Hesperia, Ca 

Fader Higher Productions / 
eSoles / Doug Mockett & Co. 

4 17 Mikael Grenier 36 
 
2.070 

 
Andersen Racing 

Stoneham, 
Canada 

NAPA Autoparts / CAA-Quebec / 
HS Telecom / Allied 

5 11 
Adam 
Christodoulou 

36 
 
2.142 

 
JDC Motorsports 

Birmingham, 
England 

Molecule / Alpine Stars 

6 27 Anders Krohn 36 
 
2.729 

 
Mundill Sandnes, Norway Trallfa / Colosseum 

7 71 David Ostella 36 
 
3.275 

 
AIM Maple, Canada GP Global Precast 

8 13 Michael Furfari 36 
 
3.733 

 
Juncos Racing Toronto, Canada Furfari Paving 

9 61 Sean Burstyn 36 
 
5.342 

 
Juncos Racing Miami Beach, Fl The Collection 

10 21 Denis Navarro 36 
 
6.124 

 
Andersen Racing Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Navarro Medicines Distribution / 
Allied 

11 91 Michael Guasch 36 
 
7.553 

 
JDC Motorsports Benicia, CA Molecule 

12 65 JW Roberts 36 
 
9.606 

 
Team GDT Dallas, Tx General Data Tech 

13 3 Peter Dempsey 35 
 
1 Lap 

 
Juncos Racing 

Ashbourne, 
Ireland 

HOOTERS / Irish Sports Council 
/ Queyside.ie 

14 22 Conor Daly 33 
 
3 Laps 

 
Andersen Racing Noblesville, In 

Indeck / Cytomax / Merchant 
Services / College Network 

15 23 Walter Bowlin 33 
 
3 Laps 

 
Juncos Racing 

Tarpon Springs, 

Fl 
HOOTERS 

16 80 Toshihiro Deki 26 
 

10 
Laps  

Goshen 
Motorsports 

Yokohama, Japan 
 

17 77 Kevin Toledo 22 
 

14 
Laps  

Eliseo THL 
Motorsports 

Rancaqua, Chile 
 

18 72 Jorge Goncalvez 20 
 

16 
Laps  

AIM 
Los Teques, 
Venezuela  

19 33 Richard Kent 
  

36 
Laps  

Andersen Racing 
Milton Keynes, 
England 

Traka / Allied Interior Products 

20 19 Caio Lara 
  

36 
Laps  

JDC Motorsports Sao Paulo, Brazil MLD / ATW / Molecule 

 

Next up on the 2009 schedule for the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear is the second 

of two Canadian races; the Mobil 1 presents the Grand Prix of Mosport on August 29.  The 2009 season 

wraps up with a final pair of ALMS races; at Road Atlanta on September 25 and at Mazda Raceway 

Laguna Seca on October 10. 

________________________________ 

For more information on the Star Mazda Championship and its drivers, as well as the Mazda 

Motorsports ladder system, please visit www.starmazda.com and www.mazdausa.com.   For 

information, interviews and photos, contact Star Mazda Communications Director Peter Frey at (818) 

398-5733 or StarMazdaPR@aol.com. 



On any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road-race tracks of America than any other 

brand of vehicle.  At the track, you’ll see MX-5 Miata, RX-8, MAZDA3, MAZDA6, RX-7 and other vintage 

Mazda models competing, because every Mazda has the Soul of a Sports Car.   

For more information on the various Mazda spec series, visit: 

www.atlantic-championship.com www.starmazda.com 

www.skipbarber.com   www.mx-5cup.com 

Dean Case / Communications Officer / MAZDASPEED Motorsports 

(310) 318-4582 / E-mail: MAZDASPEED@MazdaUSA.com 

 

 

 


